THE TIMES OF INDIA | chennai

November 28, 2018

28,2018 | ADVERTORIAL, ENTERTAIN e PIEESCR A
. FEATURE | CHENNAI

s
U

facebook.com/ChennaiTimesOfficial © instagram.com/chennaitimestoi

SPEEDING

4 Ashish.Joseph1@timesgroup.com

here’s a swarm of roller skaters across different age categories
thronging the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium compound on a
Saturday morning. And there are more of them trooping into the

indoor stadium, carrying their skates and helmets as the Tamil Nadu
Roller Skating State Meet is about to start soon. While there are many"
first-timers at the state meet, there are also a good number of skaters
like 20-year-old Subi Suvetha, who are absolute pros and have even rep- -
resented the country abroad. We catch up with a few of them on the

. growing interest for roller skating, support from the government and

the future of the sport... i . ;
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i and national meets, Nothing else. We
need to have more open champion-
IT'S ONLY A ! ro m 0 e ships to promote the sport more.”
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NI N h IT’S AN EXPENSIVE SPORT
RIGHT NOW. | MAY While the skate itself is expensive, ‘

OR MAY NOT CON- P Yol ocl many of them, who represent the
SIDER ITAS A CA- <7 ? e e o
REER LATER, DE- ~ from their own pockets for coaching
PENDING B and expenses towards participating

in international championships.
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abroad with international coaches

Some of them like Vacasya train
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that. “T have a personal trainer who
is from Italy since 2017. She's a two-
Py v / y P time world champion. I also train
k. " s

': under another coach, Pavan Kumar

Akula, in India. The Roller Skating

Federation of India is taking efforts

to keep ourselves updated and even

inviting international coaches here.

But it’s important that we get longer

period of personal training under

. - European coaches, for, the best

skating. That’s in skaters in the world are still from

Shenoy Nagar. To be : there,” says Vacasya, who's a Class
honest, we actually don’t XII student.

have proper infrastructure. s . Arun says that unlike other

When we go for competitions J 2 g sports, it's still not a career option

abroad, we have to perform in a ) aks arayana yet. “It's only a passion for me right
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CITY SKATERS DO WELL
‘The number of skaters in the city is

fairly good and it's a developing sp-
ort in Chennai. Several of them like

isnuntlbehag:szneng&en;;gg:ﬁ rink with wooden flooring. Here, it B, now. I may or may not consider it as
World Championship. “In Septem- is an outdoor rink with cement floo- ) » a career later, depending on its popu-
ber; I took part in the 18th Asian Ro- ring. Nowheremmdladowehave N g o1 larity then. At the moment, we don’t
ller Skating Championships in Na- [l 20 international - yhave sponsors. Though we are win-
mwon, Korea. This was the second with the dimension of 25nn:50m y 3 2 ning medals, there’s not much sup-

; h 3 says Pranamya. Vacasya says that 4 port from the government. We are
Emm&mﬁg ﬂ:exe's too much pressure on them ¥ getting some help from the Sports
100m, and 500m,” says Subi, who, for getting used to the rink in a 3 Development Authority of Tamil

5 ¢ short time. “We hardly get an Nadu under the champion develop-

X < hour or so to practise on the ment scheme. I get a sum of 22 lakh |
ts‘ehmtatgr%yc}s‘mna Natis rgﬁggﬂg wooden-floor rink before KK \ ; every year: But we spend five times 1
where they both study, Pranamya is the champions| WE HARDLY GET more than that for training abroad. I
an artistic skater. “I started skating mmdm&m AN HOUR OR SO Riﬁ a coach from Portugal apart |
at the age of seven. I have been win- number Psvan.here. However, the
ning gold at the national champi- skating events are TO PRACTISE ON good news is that there are good |
onship for the last six years. I got my THE WOODEN- chances that roller skating will be |
first set of Asian medals in 2012. Th- included in. Asian Games and |
en again in 2014 T won a medal and - FLOOR RINK BE- Olympics soon, says Pavan. “It’s def: |
this year, 1 won a silver in solo dance FORE THE CHAM- }g:ﬁelyquiwexpensmAsslm
g teppe I Ut danoe,” $he PIONSHIP to invest an adequate amount of

says. There are a few more from the money, too. Despite lack of infra- 1

mmﬁ mrﬁm\?a:smy; 4 / structure, our students are winning :
Nagula Laksmi Narayanan won 4 4 medals. ‘
bronze medals in solo dance and qu- :

artet group dance, and Arun
Sathianarayanan won a silver in
solo dance among the boys.

So, what is it that is stopping ¥ y Y 1 s i / = o - w : |
them from taking their talent ~ - % 2o o g ' - { & v

to the next level? A medal at the
World Championship, which hap-
pens every year, still remains a
dream. “There’s only one skating
rink in Chennai to practise artistic
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